260	PUNCTUATION
The principle is this: in an enumeration given by means of a
comma or commas, the last comma being replaced by or
combined with and—our type (a), that is—, there must not be
anything that is common to two members (as here, counter-
manoeuvred with, had, loss) without being common to all.
We may say, Moltke had recruited and trained and knew,
Moltke had recruited, had trained, and knew, or, Moltke had
recruited, trained, and known; but we must not say what the
Times says. The third sentence may run, Loss of time and
money, and sore trial, or, Loss of time, of money, and of
patience; but not as it does.
So much for type (a). Type (b) can be very shortly disposed
of. It differs in that the conjunction (and, or, nor, See.) is ex-
pressed every time, instead of being represented except in the
last place by a comma. It is logically quite unnecessary, but
rhetorically quite allowable, to use commas as well as con-
junctions. The only caution needed is that, if commas are used
at all, and if the enumeration does not end the sentence, and is
not concluded by a stronger stop, a comma must be inserted
after the last member as well as after the others. In the type
sentence, which contains two enumerations, it would be legiti-
mate to use commas as well as ands with one set and not with
the other, if it were desired either to avoid monotony or to
give one list special emphasis. The three examples now to be
added transgress the rule about the final comma. We arrange
them from bad to worse; in the last of them, the apparently
needless though not necessarily wrong comma after fall suggests
that the writer has really felt a comma to be wanting to the
enumeration, but has taken a bad shot with it, as in the examples
of section 6 on the misplaced comma.
Neither the Court, nor society, nor Parliament, nor the older men in
the Army have yet recognized the fundamental truth that. . .—Times.
A subordinate whose past conduct in the post he fills, and whose
known political sympathies make him wholly unfitted, however loyal
his intentions may be, to give that . . .—Times.
But there are uninstructed ears on whom the constant abuse, and

